
 

 

Appendix 1 
 

London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 15 December 2010 
 

Transcript: Mayor’s Oral Update 
 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair):  The Mayor will now provide an oral update of up to five minutes.  As part of that, 
Groups on the Assembly have asked the Mayor to provide an update in relation to the Northern line 
runaway train, protests by students, negotiations with the Government on this year’s funding, and air 
quality.  I would just point out that, under Standing Order 5.4, we must not use the Mayor’s update in 
order to ask questions that would negate some of the questions that are already on the agenda.  I 
understand that Len Duvall has a very specific question that he wants to ask about students, which does 
not negate the question that comes later so I will allow that very specific question and I will allow the 
Mayor to answer it.  I will not allow any debate and I will not allow the discussion to be broadened out. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London): Thank you very much, Chair.  As you rightly say, there are several 
questions that have been posed for oral update by the Assembly. The first is to do with the runaway rail 
grinding unit.  I should say that no one underestimates the potential gravity of this incident which was 
investigated by London Underground (LU) and Tube Lines’ report was published - a very long report - 
on 8 December 2010.  I want to praise the quick thinking of the LU staff involved and the commonsense 
that they showed.  We are waiting for the Rail Accident Investigation Board report to come to its final 
conclusions and recommendations and all those will be followed.  I would stress that LU has an excellent 
and improving safety record. There are ten times fewer serious accidents on the Tube now than there 
were in 2000. 
 
On the student protests, I would say that we have a tradition of free speech in this country; a right to 
protest, safeguarded by the Metropolitan Police Service, sometimes with great bravery, as was shown on 
9 December 2010 when a minority of student protestors behaved very badly indeed, with the results that 
you saw.  I was there on the night of those protests in Oxford Street and Oxford Circus.  I thanked 
representatives and members of the Metropolitan Police Service for everything they were doing.  I 
congratulated them on what they were doing.  Again, I was there yesterday in Westminster and around 
Scotland Yard where a protest had been anticipated.  I took the chance to thank police officers for what 
they were doing. 
 
I urge everybody who wishes to make a point about whatever it happens to be on the streets of London, 
as is their right, to bear in mind that this must be done peacefully and, where there are agreed routes 
with the Metropolitan Police Service, I urge all protestors to stick to those agreed routes. 
 
On negotiations with the Government over this year’s funding round, there has been a highly successful 
outcome in respect of transport funding, which Members will be familiar with.  You will have seen the 
headline figures yesterday for funding on policing and the London Fire and Emergency Planning 
Authority (LFEPA).  We are confident that we can retain front line services and front line capabilities and 
we intend to do that.  We are continuing negotiations with the Government about the single economic 
development pot for London and there, again, we are hopeful of a successful outcome. 
 
I have been asked, finally, last night, about the Air Quality Strategy, published on 14 December 2010.  
This is an ambitious strategy that intends, amongst other things, to lead to a 35% reduction in Nitrogen 
oxides (NOx) emissions by 2015, compared to 2008 levels.  That is a huge amount to achieve.  We think 
we can do it.  There are various ambitious steps that we want to pursue to achieve that.  Members of the 
Assembly who have been following this closely will know some of the things that we are doing on 
retrofitting and measures to improve domestic emissions, but also there is a great deal of work being 
done to improve vehicular emissions; a great deal of work of all kinds.  You will have seen the recent 
announcement on taxi ages and work to suppress emissions and dust at particularly difficult sites. 
 



 

 

I should say, since the last time we met, we have had, amongst other events, a successful and enjoyable 
carol service at which I saw many people here present. 
 
We launched, on 10 December 2010, a hydrogen bus fleet, giving London’s buses, for the first time, 
zero polluting capability from buses that emit only water.  I congratulate all those involved in that. 
 
On 9 December 2010 we announced funding for Olympic tickets for one in eight of London’s school 
children, which will be absolutely fantastic. 
 
We also have completed a longstanding manifesto pledge to quadruple rape crisis provision across the 
capital by setting up three additional rape crisis centres in addition to the excellent centre currently in 
Croydon.  I hope that, in every quadrant of London now, women will have a service that will help them 
to overcome the trauma of sexual abuse and violence against women. 
 
We also, simultaneously, launched a new website so that Londoners can access the services more easily.  
We have joined up with the National Health Service (NHS) to release, for public benefit, previously 
unreleased medical data about the health of Londoners, so that we can all know the success of our 
hospitals and of our city in reducing afflictions of one kind or another, thereby boosting transparency 
and accountability. 
 
We have launched our mentoring programme, spearheaded by Ian Wright [retired English footballer] 
amongst others. 
 
We have a series of announcements about funding for community sports participation. 
 
We are well on target to plant 4,500 streets trees in the course of this winter planting season and we are, 
therefore, on target to meet our ambition of planting 10,000 street trees by March 2012. 
 
In addition to all this, by making sensible economies such as axing pointless Mayoral free sheet 
newspapers and other such things, we have been able to determine that, for the third year in a row, in 
City Hall, we will be freezing our share of the Council Tax.  That is for the third year running, after eight 
years of continuous rises amounting to 153%.  We have not only been able to freeze our share of the 
Council Tax but we will also, therefore, be able to benefit from the Government reward for prudent 
financial planning in the form of the £23 million windfall from the Department of Communities and Local 
Government, which we will invest for the betterment of services in London. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair):  Thank you very much.  Now Len [Duvall] has some specific questions [about the 
student protests] which do not touch on the question that is down on the order paper for later, so I will 
ask Len to ask them. 
 
Len Duvall (AM):  Chair, before the clock starts running, maybe the Mayor could answer what we 
actually asked for in the oral update?  I am very grateful for the additional information but he was 
specifically asked to update on the report on the internal police investigation of the demonstrations in 
London on Thursday, 9 December 2010,.  I just wondered whether he was going to update his report on 
that aspect? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you for your question.  As I have said repeatedly, Len, 
there is an ongoing police investigation and, as you would expect, I am sure that they will leave no stone 
unturned to get to the bottom of matters that have been of particular concern to the public.  Prime 
amongst them will be how it came about that the car carrying the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of 
Cornwall came to be in the path of the protestors.  That is something that we expect a full explanation 
of, and I am sure you would too, Len, and other matters that Members of the Assembly will be familiar 
with will be investigated by the police. 



 

 

 
For those who are concerned that it is not enough to leave the Metropolitan Police Service itself to 
investigate this, I would point out two things.  The first is that the Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC), insofar as there are specific complaints about specific incidents - and you will be 
familiar with some of the incidents.  The IPCC will be looking into at least one.  Further, I would 
respectfully suggest the role of the Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA) - which did distinguished work 
in my view following the G20 disturbances.  I expect that further scrutiny of the Metropolitan Police 
Service’s actions will be due from the MPA.  I would expect that and I would encourage it, in addition to 
any inquiries that I will be making myself. 
 
Len Duvall (AM):  Separate to the IPCC issues because we will deal with some of those serious issues 
and they will be dealt with independently, in terms of the police review, what other areas over and above 
the Royalty issue do you think the police needs to address in that review? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Clearly there has been a lot of speculation in the last few days 
about tactics, Len.  The core of the discussion in the media and in politics has been about whether the 
police were too soft and hindered in their approach or, alternatively, whether they were too tough, 
whether kettling was used wrongly, or whether the police should have been able to avail themselves of 
various implements of crowd control that you can find in other countries: water cannon, tear gas and 
that kind of thing.  The Commissioner has made it clear and the Home Secretary has made it clear  - and 
it is certainly my view -that we are not instinctively in favour of ratcheting up the panoply of implements 
of crowd control in this city.  This is a free city which has a great tradition of free speech.  We do not 
want to see any kind of arms race with protestors.  At the moment there are no plans to go, for instance, 
for water cannon. 
 
Len Duvall (AM):  Do you know when the review will be available for members of the public or to the 
MPA? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I cannot tell you that, Len.  That is something that I am sure the 
MPA will be vigorously pursuing. 
 
Len Duvall (AM):  Would you share with me that urgency?  It needs to be a matter of urgency, rather 
than months. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  There are several aspects of it.  In the matter of reviewing 
what techniques to use, we need to be looking very, very carefully at this, urgently, and, indeed, at the 
matter of what went wrong with the case of the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall.  There is 
no particular reason for delay.  The facts, I am sure, are pretty easy to establish.  I am sure that there will 
be further and better particulars about that event before too long. 
 
Len Duvall (AM):  On the issue of water cannons, is that under the new regime that may be 
implemented earlier in London in terms of police accountability?  Is that an operational matter or is that 
a matter, in your view, that should be determined by the new arrangements? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It is a very good question.  It is a sincere question and it is a 
question a lot of people will be asking.  You will remember there was an episode maybe about a year ago 
when there were police patrolling in certain parts of London who were more armed than people felt that 
they should be.  The question was, was this an operational matter, was this just a technical detail of 
policing, or was this a political question; did this go to the heart of how we want to see our city policed?  
I am absolutely certain, in my own mind, that it is political and that this is something that needs a 
political steer.  It needs consultation, it needs the MPA to be involved and under the new arrangements, 
as and when they come into place, I imagine that that kind of thing is going to be something that the 
Commissioner - in a political sense - for policing should have a view on. 
 



 

 

To get to your point, in my view, the deployment of water cannon or other utensils of crowd control on 
the streets of London is a patently political question.  It is not simply an operational question. 
 
Len Duvall (AM):  Thank you. 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair):  Thank you. There will be no further discussion then on that item until we get to 
the substantive question on the agenda.  The next questions is from Brian Coleman who wants to speak 
about trains. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Sorry, Chair, I hesitate to interrupt Brian, but can I just check one 
thing; that is the end of the questions about the student protests until we get to it in the body of the 
questions?  Is that right? 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair):  Correct.  Yes. 
 
Brian Coleman (AM):  Mr Mayor, thank you for updating us on the formal investigation report.  As you 
will know, this is a matter of great concern to my constituents who regularly use the Northern line.  
There were six specific points raised in this report which do seem, to me, to be quite serious.  They are 
quite technical and I will not waste Members’ time by running through them.  Can I have some assurance 
that work is being done to deal with these matters?  We are not going to wait for the Office of Rail 
Regulation or the Rail Accident Investigation Branch report before we deal with the six matters that have 
already come out in this report? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes.  Absolutely, Brian.  I respect very much the assiduity with 
which you have followed up this incident on behalf of your constituents. 
 
I would say, also, that Transport for London (TfL) has done a very thorough report.  Anybody who has 
studied the report that came out on 8 December 2010 would agree that a lot of work had gone into it 
and no stone has been left unturned.  No aspersions are being cast on LU staff but there are issues 
surrounding the procedures and it is vital that we sort that out. 
 
I absolutely take your point about the urgency of doing it.  Rail grinding is a very, very important part of 
what we do on LU and we have got to have grinders that work and can be relied upon. 
 
Darren Johnson (AM):  On the Air Quality Strategy that you have launched, will you have to rewrite it 
if the European Commission does not grant the time extension for meeting particulate matter (PM10) 
pollution limits? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  We think that London will be compliant with limit values for 
PM10s by 2011.  An awful lot of work has gone into that.  Where there may be some few locations 
where there will be difficulties in compliance, that is where we propose to introduce the dust 
suppressant strategies and other measures.  I am confident, therefore, that we will not need to seek an 
extension since, with PM10 limit values, we should be compliant by 2011. 
 
Darren Johnson (AM):  You are confident the Government will be avoiding a £300 million fine from 
the European Union then? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It would be absolutely crazy if such a fine were to be imposed -- 
 
Darren Johnson (AM):  I am not asking if you think it is a good idea, but whether you are confident of 
avoiding it? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- and I am confident that we are putting in place a package of 
measures that are more ambitious than anything that we have seen previously in this city.  Not just in 



 

 

terms of the work that is being done to reduce NOx but, particularly, on vehicular emissions.  We are 
paying a price for a longstanding neglect in this area. 
 
To get to your point, Darren, I am confident that, if common sense prevails - as I am sure it would and it 
should in the great cockpit of Europe - we will not face the fines you describe. 
 
Richard Barnbrook (AM):  Good morning, Mayor Boris.  Ian Wright.  He is a fantastic sportsman, he 
has done a lot for football and representation of this country.  I would like to know on what grounds are 
the principal reasons for the mentoring of racial groups?  Does this not disadvantage and discriminate -- 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair):  Sorry, Mr Barnbrook, let me stop you.  What are you referring to in the Mayor’s 
report?  The Mayor’s oral update? 
 
Richard Barnbrook (AM):  His verbal update on mentoring -- 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I did mention mentoring. 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair):  OK.  Sorry. 
 
Richard Barnbrook (AM):  Thank you.  I will start again.  What is the principal reason for mentoring on 
racial grounds and does this not disadvantage and discriminate all other sections of the community? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  This is a difficult and interesting point.  Some people find it 
counterintuitive that we should be adopting this approach.  I am absolutely clear, when you have a 
particular problem with young black males who are growing up without proper role models, some of 
them, it is a very, very good idea to expand specific mentoring projects targeted at them.  I have 
absolutely no inhibitions about saying that.  It is a difficult thing to say perhaps, but I think it is the right 
thing to do and we are going to pursue that project. 
 
I am very grateful to Ian [Wright] for his help in publicising the campaign and I am very grateful to 
everybody who has so far signed up because we are getting a lot of interest.  We had a great event last 
night in Croydon where there was a great deal of interest in the project. 
 
Obviously it does not mean that other people are excluded from mentoring programmes.  That would be 
absolutely ludicrous.  We do want to expand mentoring for this particular group as fast as we possibly 
can. 
 
Richard Barnbrook (AM):  I appreciate that.  As you mentioned, in your first statement, there are 
white single parents, abused mothers, abused fathers, unemployed, X, Y and Z, young white 
communities across London that have been left in the doldrums and left to one side.  I do not disagree 
with the fact of looking at these issues regarding young black children. I would also like to make a 
statement towards looking towards the poor young white as well. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is actually a sincere and good point and it is vital that we 
have regard to all groups.  If you look at the particular statistical weight of the problem at the moment 
our approach is commonsensical and I would strongly advocate it and strongly advocate London’s 
support for mentoring.  Anybody can become a mentor but we particularly want to attract 
representatives from this group. 
 
Richard Barnbrook (AM):  OK.  Thank you. 
 
Murad Qureshi (AM):  Can I quickly come back to air quality?  Would you accept, in your Strategy, 
that you have made a major u-turn - one of the first regressive steps you took - on air quality, which was 
to get rid of the six month -- 
 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Progressive? 
 
Murad Qureshi (AM):  Regressive.  One of the first regressive steps you took when you became Mayor 
was to get rid of the six monthly checks and inspection of black cabs.  Why the change of mind? 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No.  I am assured by TfL that the measure that it is introducing is 
entirely different from the six monthly inspection.  I am fortified in this belief by the consultations that 
have taken place with representatives of the taxi trade whom I value, whose opinions I value, and who 
have been working with us, hand in glove, at every stage -- 
 
Darren Johnson (AM):  What is the frequency of the new measures?! 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you for raising this excellent point!  I am assured that it is 
much less onerous, much less of a hassle -- 
 
Murad Qureshi (AM):  We know why. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- and that the representatives of the taxi trade with whom we 
have been consulting over this matter are content with the policy that we are pursuing. 
 
If you take it together with what we are doing with the age limits for taxis, which is, again, 
commonsense, this is a great trade for London.  The taxi trade does a fantastic amount of good for 
London.  They would themselves accept that, if you stand behind them, too many taxis are belching a 
great deal of black diesel smoke.  You would not deny that.  Nobody would deny that.  It is absolutely 
right that we should fix a limit.  We have done that for the first time.  The first time the GLA has fixed a 
limit for taxi ages, of 15 years. 
 
There were people, Murad, who said I should go down to ten years.  That would have been completely 
unreasonable.  Maybe there were even people in your party.  Maybe even the Greens -- 
 
Murad Qureshi (AM):  That is a separate issue. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- I do not know whether you were.  Were you? 
 
Murad Qureshi (AM):  I was just talking about inspections. 
 
Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Did you want 12 years?  Yes.  You did.  It would have been 
wrong and it would have been unfair on hard working entrepreneurs.  Their single most important asset 
has got to have a decent life expectancy -- 
 
Dee Doocey (Chair):  No, let us be clear, Mr Qureshi did not suggest this.  There is no need to -- 
 
Murad Qureshi (AM):  I made my point perfectly well, Chair. 
 


